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Events
Forthcoming Dates for Your Diary

	What
	Where
	When

	Teachers Committee Meeting

· Monday 4th October
	NICIE Offices
	1.30 – 3.00 pm

	Primary Vice-Principals’ Forum
· Monday 27th September 2010
· Tuesday 30th November 2010
	Windmill IPS
Lough View IPS
	2.00 pm
2.00 pm

	Post Primary Vice-Principals’ Forum
· Monday 6th December 2010
	Hazelwood IC
	9.30 am

	PE Forum
· Tuesday 5th October
	Hazelwood IC
	2.00 pm

	Integrated Schools Finance Association (ISFA)
· Tuesday 28th September
· Tuesday 30th November
	NICIE Offices

Windmill IPS
	9.30 am
10.00 am

	SENCO Meeting

· Wednesday 29th September
· Wednesday 17th November
· Wednesday 2nd February
	Priory IC

Cedar IPS

Hazelwood IPS
	1.30 pm

1.30 pm

1.30 pm

	Education Sector Meeting

· Thursday 7th October
	Clifton House

2 North Queen Street
	

	APTIS Meeting

· Friday 12th November
	Venue to be decided
	

	NICIE Annual General Meeting
· Friday 12th & Saturday 13th November
	Venue to be decided
	

	Consultation Meetings
· 0-6 Strategy
· Community Relations, Equality, and Diversity in Education
· Cohesion, Sharing, and Integration
	
	

	Tackling Homophobia Training (TACADE)
· Tuesday 19th October
	NICCY Offices 

Great Victoria Street, Belfast
	9.30 – 3.00 pm


Primary Vice-Principals’ forum
Vice-Principals’ from 10 integrated primary schools met on Thursday 27th May 2010 in Crumlin IPS.  This forum was established at the APTIS/NICIE Spring Conference in April.  The forum plans to meet five times a year, initially in the larger group at different schools.  Areas for consideration over the coming year will be:

· The Inspection process – focusing on the how data is interpreted in different schools

· Policies looked at by ETI, e.g. Child Protection

· Integration in Practice – Excellence in Integration Award

· Branding/ Marketing of Integrated Schools

The dates and venues for term one are:
· Monday  27th September 2010 
2.00 pm
 Windmill IPS

· Tuesday 30th November 2010 
2.00 pm
 Lough View IPS

Post Primary Vice-Principals’ forum
Vice Principals’ from 8 post primary schools recently met at Sperrin Integrated College on Wednesday 15th September.  Those in attendance were enthusiastic with sharing good practice on Year 10 assessment and timetabling, with many ideas to bring forward.  The next meeting will be held on Monday 6th December at Hazelwood IC.  The topics for this meeting will remain raising integration within the community, controlled assessment and Post 16 curriculum.  All in attendance are urged to bring contacts and resource information for sharing.  For any questions, apologies and RSVPs regarding either the primary or post primary VPs’ forums, please contact Tess McCarthy on student@nicie.org.uk.
· Monday 6th December 2010 
9.30 am
 Hazelwood IC
PE Forum
Also, as suggested in June’s VPs’ forum, we intend to look at the integrated schools’ sporting leagues, with the possibility of organising a sporting event that all schools could take part in.  PE representatives are urged to attend the first PE forum to be held in Hazelwood IC on Tuesday 5th October at 2.00 pm.  If you wish your school to be represented, please contact Amanda Higgins at ahiggins@nicie.org.uk. 
· Tuesday 5th October 2010 
            2.00 pm
 Hazelwood IC
Integrated Schools Finance Association (ISFA)
The first meeting of this committee took place on Tuesday 28th September in the NICIE offices, open to all bursars/ secretaries.  The next meeting will be held in Windmill IPS on Tuesday 30th November at 10 am.  For any questions, apologies and RSVPs regarding the ISFA, please contact A Higgins on ahiggins@nicie.org.uk.

· Tuesday 30th November                  10.00 am          Windmill IPS          
SENCO Committee
The first meeting of the school year took place in Priory IC on Wednesday 29th September.  Please contact Cliodhna Scott-Wills on cscott-wills@nicie.org.uk if you are interested in attending future meetings.
· Wednesday 17th November            1.30 pm             Cedar IPS
· Wednesday 2nd February                1.30 pm             Hazelwood IPS
Anniversary schools:

Over the next two years there are 10 integrated schools celebrating significant anniversaries:

	Forge IPS
	25 years
	2010-2011

	Hazelwood IPS
	25 years
	2010-2011

	Hazelwood IC
	25 years
	2010-2011

	Omagh IPS
	20 years
	2010-2011

	Portadown IPS
	20 years
	2010-2011

	Glengormley IPS
	75 years
	2010-2011

	
	
	

	Brownlow IC
	20 years
	2011-2012

	Carhill IPS
	20 years
	2011-2012

	Corran IPS
	20 years
	2011-2012

	Oakgrove IPS
	20 years
	2011-2012

	All Children’s IPS
	25 years
	2011-2012

	Lagan IC
	30 years
	2011-2012


NICIE, along with the IEF, will be working with schools to help with co-ordination of PR for major events.  NICIE and IEF held a joint meeting with several of the anniversary schools to discuss planned events and to see where help could be given on a PR basis.  There are plenty of good ideas and events planned, some of which will involve all integrated schools as we celebrate 30 years of Integrated Education.      

Professional Development
NICIE & Sligo Education Centre

Sligo Education Centre will be working with NICIE to bring together 40 Key Stage 4 students from Blackwater IC, Erne IC and two Colleges in Sligo on 30th September and 1st October.  The young people and their teachers will arrive on Thursday for team-building activity at Belfast Activity Centre and spend Friday morning on a peace tour.  After exploration of their experiences over the two days, the students will have formed a clear idea of how to present their learning around anti-sectarianism and anti-racism at a final event in the Killyhevlin, Enniskillen on 22nd October.    
Tackling Homophobia Central Training Day

On 19th October, in the NICCY building on Great Victoria Street in Belfast, teachers will gather from different parts of Northern Ireland to explore good practice in tackling homophobic bullying. This Central Training Day is sponsored by TACADE and will be delivered by Mark Jennett, supported by experienced local trainers from Youthnet, Carafriend and Rainbow.  This event is open to all schools so please encourage all interested parties to contact Teresa twillis@nicie.org.uk to register their interest.    

Whole School Training on Conflict Mediation

In partnership with TIDES, staff development training on conflict mediation will be delivered for North Coast IC on Thursday 28th October in the Bushtown, Coleraine.  

Excellence in Integrated Education Award
The Excellence in Integrated Education Award (EIEA) provides a self-evaluative tool for schools who wish to explore, in a more meaningful fashion, how integration forms the management, ethos, learning and teaching within the school.  EIEA is based on the four principles of integration and provides schools with a structure against which a comprehensive school-wide review can take place.  The EIEA pack for 2010-11 is now finalised.  Fourteen schools have received a pack and have begun the self-evaluation process.  If you have any questions about EIEA please contact Sharon Lennon either in the office or by email slennon@nicie.org.uk.
Each school will be receiving a call about any further awards which schools have achieved or are in the process of applying for.  If a list could be compiled of the intended additional awards and given to the school secretary in preparation for this call, it would make this process much easier.
RE Audit

Recently, Primary schools have received a Religious Education questionnaire that they have been asked to fill out.  If you have not done so already, please look for the questionnaire in your school email, fill it out, and return to NICIE as soon as possible.
News From Around the Community
ACT NOW Make It Right

Children and young people are taking action to “Make it Right”!

This year to mark the 20th Anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People (NICCY) has run monthly Make it Right campaigns asking children and young people to take action and campaign about issues that affect them as young people.  Each month covers a different theme including children experiencing poverty, play and leisure, community safety and family support. 

Monthly campaign briefings are produced and workshops are delivered into schools and youth organisations, giving young people, and the organisations that work with them, the confidence to speak out with authority on the issues affecting them.  This can be a range of things from writing letters to MLAs, raising awareness through assemblies at schools or doing a workshop at a youth group.  Additional monthly workshops linking into the school curriculum - with step by step guidance for teachers – are also available to download from www.niccy.org/makeitright .

This September explores the needs of children and young people in education and considers what action must be taken to make sure that their rights and best interests are protected. 

If you are interested in helping the NICCY campaign, we will send out information and support materials to help. These materials will also be updated on the NICCY website.

To find out more on the Make it Right Campaign please visit www.niccy.org/makeitright.  You can contact us by calling Minicom 028 9031 6393, or by using the Relay Services to contact NICCY’s telephone number 028 9031 1616 or email us on uncrc@niccy.org
Addressing Sensory Needs in Mainstream Schools
Gillian Beck, the SENCO in Oakwood IPS, will be delivering 4 lectures on this topic, in Stranmillis University College Belfast.  Below are the dates and times of each lecture.  Gillian has been given permission to invite teachers to these lectures and if you wish to go you need to contact Gillian in Oakwood on 90309920 so that she can add your name to the lecture register.  If you can not make all the lectures it is ok to identify 1 or 2 you wish to attend.

Gillian presented some of the material at the SENCO committee meeting on Wednesday 29th September, where it was received with great enthusiasm and interest.

	Date
	Time
	Venue 
	Content

	25th October
	11.00 am -12.55 pm
	CLT 1
	· Introduction to current academic debate on the inclusion of pupils with autism in mainstream schools

· Case study to school’s approaches and rationale for change in light of the Revised Curriculum

· Introduction to a Multi-Sensory room

	26th October
	3.00 pm – 4.55 pm
	
	· Equipment and activities used and the rationale behind them

· True inclusive practice and how 1:1 sessions can be translated into a whole class response

· Dives presentation of the multi-sensory room

	1st November
	11.00 am – 12.55 pm
	CLT1
	· Introduction to The Sensory Profile as an assessment tool

· Interpreting the of an assessment and considering how this interpretation impacts practice

	2nd November
	3.00 pm – 4.55 pm
	
	· Workshop using real case study profiles


Integrated Schools Celebrate Exam Success

Year after year, exam results in integrated colleges have improved.  This year students throughout the Integrated Education movement celebrated exceptional results in both A-Level and G.C.S.E. examinations.  More details on these successes can be seen on our NICIE website
The Board of Directors and all involved in NICIE congratulate all schools and their staff and students on their achievements, applauding the dedicating of staff in the schools.

Noreen Campbell, Chief Executive of NICIE, expressed her delight at the achievements of students across the sector, “Integrated colleges are the most popular and over subscribed schools in Northern Ireland.  Their results show why!  Integrated colleges provide a high achieving environment for all students.”
Belfast Telegraph’s ‘Making a Difference’ Awards
Do you know someone who has made a difference in the community, yet goes unrecognised?  Now is the time to highlight their achievements by nominating the unsung heroes for the Belfast Telegraph’s ‘Making a Difference’ Awards. 

Eleven categories have been established for the recognition of all people, projects, and businesses across Northern Ireland that has made positive contributions to the betterment of the community.  Three finalists will be determined in each category, with the final winner to be selected by a panel of judges.  Awards will then be presented on March 9, 2011 in Belfast’s Grand Opera House during a lavish gala night ceremony. 

The success of peace and reconciliation through the Integrated Education sector is due to a strong backbone of nameless, dedicated volunteers who have worked great hours to allow our children the opportunity of accepting and enjoying the differences of Northern Ireland.  Now is the time to shed light upon the unsung heroes among our integrated schools, acknowledging them for all of their continued hard work.

A complete listing of the awards, their qualifications, and means of entry are available on the Belfast Telegraph’s website: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/campaigns/making-a-difference/northern-irelands-local-heroes-who-deserve-applause-14945391.html 

Fundraising: Do you need a good cause to support? Then see below
‘Hand in Hand’ Bilingual School in Jerusalem

Colleagues in Northern Ireland and Israel have expressed an interest in developing links between integrated schools and joint Arab/Israeli schools.  Both the ‘Hand in Hand’ organisation, which supports the development of bilingual schools in Israel, and the integrated movement here in Northern Ireland, have much in common, not least the vision of healing societal divisions by bringing young people together in shared classrooms.  In January 2010, principals from the Max Rayne Jerusalem School visited Millennium IPS, with a reciprocal visit to Israel in April 2010, all with the desire of establishing a change in attitude, and cultural thought, within the diverse populations. 

Recently, the parents at the Max Rayne Hand in Hand Bilingual School in Jerusalem have launched a parents’ fund, a non-for-profit association, to support this successful school.  The fund was created with the hopes of providing a financial cushion and supportive body for the special school, teaching tolerance, openness, and respect to build a better future.  A unique curriculum focused upon the strengthening of equality and democracy has been combined with community programs geared towards the integration of parents and students alike, fostering an environment of peaceful coexistence and understanding.

As the school grows by dozens of students annually, there becomes a need for a strong and stable financial base for support of the educational model, educational ventures, and employment of all teachers, ensuring the continued success of the hope that is being instilled upon the next generation. 

On behalf of the parents, staff and the students of the Bilingual School in Jerusalem, an invitation is extended to become an imperative part of this tremendous endeavour, creating a road to a better tomorrow.  Any donation possible would be greatly appreciated.  Please share this request with your acquaintances and any organizations that would be interested in supporting the Bilingual School’s goal. 
Feel free to contact the school directly by calling 02 9788811 or sending an email on bilingual.school.parents@gmail.com. All checks can be made payable to: Parents for the Max Rayne Hand Bilingual School in Jerusalem and can be mailed to PO Box 94821, Jerusalem, Israel, 95820
School Training
NICIE organised and delivered several training sessions at the start of the school year, among these was Peer Mediation whole school training for 3 integrated schools and Tackling Homophobia delivered to 6 integrated schools.  
Tackling Homophobia 
Four integrated colleges and two integrated primary schools are involved in a two year project focusing on tackling homophobia.  This UK wide project is managed by TACADE through funding from the Paul Hamlyn Foundation.  Initial whole school training was delivered on 25-27 August, by Mark Jennett, to Oakgrove IPS, Oakgrove IC, Ulidia IC, Hazelwood IPS, Hazelwood IC and Shimna IC.  Each school received tailored feedback from an online survey carried out by staff (and a selection of Key Stage 3 students at College level) and, under the auspices of the programme, the schools will now buy some funded resources and engage in projects relevant to their particular context.  Mark Jennett will return with follow up training / support at the request of the schools and all schools are encouraged to participate in Central Training Day on 19th October in Belfast (see upcoming events for more detail-  the Central Training event will be open to all schools).  Contact Paula for further detail pmcilwaine@nicie.org.uk
NICIE will shortly be sending out a training menu to all schools.  Please contact Cliodhna Scott-Wills at cscott-wills@nicie.org.uk if you would like more information.

Peer Mediation Training

It is hoped that the two day ‘Training the Trainer’ programme will go ahead on 25th & 26th November in NICIE.   If you had whole school training over the past 12 months you will be invited to send 2 members of staff to the training.   For those schools that have Peer Mediation in place you are welcome to send 1 member of staff to the training.   Please contact Cliodhna Scott-Wills cscott-wills@nicie.org.uk
Board of Governor Training
For those of you who replied to the Governor training requests before the summer, Cliodhna will be in contact over the next few weeks to arrange dates for the training.
Making Human Rights Real

In association with Amnesty, NICIE organised a June training day for Citizenship co-ordinators, in integrated schools, in the use of the Key Stage 4 resource, Making Human Rights Real.  Representatives attended from 18 of NICIE’s Colleges and the event was very kindly hosted by Malone IC.  Please contact Paula at NICIE for additional information about this valuable resource.  

Rescuing the Bible from Religion? 
For the benefit of RE co-ordinators a training day was held on Tuesday 15th June and delivered by Johnston McMaster and Cathy Higgins of the Irish School of Ecumenics.  This training was attended by teachers from both Integrated Primary Schools & Colleges.  Participants were responding to a question about whether or not they had concerns about how the Bible relates to contemporary issues such as equality; relationships between Protestants & Catholics in Northern Ireland; sexuality; gender etc.  Feedback, at the end of the day, was very positive about using the proposed socio-political approach to both read and teach RE in integrated schools.  Contact Paula at NICIE for further information regarding this collaboration with the Irish School of Ecumenics. 
International Links
Connecting Classrooms with Iraq

Oakgrove IC and North Coast IC are looking forward to hosting teachers from Kurdistan and Baghdad from 11th- 15th October.  This visit is part of a three year British Council sponsored programme involving teacher professional development and a curriculum project designed and shared by the five schools. We look forward to welcoming Muna, Almas and Noor to NICIE on Friday 15th October.  

Board of Director / Staff News 
Joiners

Tess McCarthy, a third-year student from Northeastern University in Boston, will remain an intern with NICIE until mid-December as part of an international educational experience program.  Tess is currently majoring in International Affairs and is interested in conflict negotiation and the role Integrated Education has in the active pursuit of peace and reconciliation within the next generation. Schools interested in having an extra pair of hands in the form of an intern from this programme should contact Tess or Denise Morgan at the NICIE offices 028 9023 6200 for further information.
Sharon Lennon, on a year’s secondment from Cedar IPS, is overseeing the Excellence in Integrated Education Award (EIEA) to establish a self-evaluation review process for all of our schools, from which an elevation of Integrated Education can ensue.
Retirements and Leavers 
Mary O’Donnell is leaving after 10 years at NICIE as Development Secretary.  She truly wishes all staff and the organisation the very best for the future in the further development of integrated education.  The rest of the NICIE team wishes her the best of luck for a successful future.

We are also sorry to say goodbye to Christine Stitt who was with us on a temporary contract as Noreen’s PA. Christine has now got a permanent post. We wish her well in this. Kelly is now Noreen’s PA and should be contacted if you need to get in touch with Noreen.
Some Stories From Around the Schools …..
Schools’ Open Nights and Events Calendar
Thanks to schools who have sent their calendar in, we would appreciate if all schools could phone or email in dates for this year’s open nights, along with a complete listing of the events calendar.  This will assist in co-ordinating Open Nights dates and planning events in the coming year.
Drumragh Integrated College: Projects Abroad

Since January, the Ethiopia 2010 team has been working hard to raise £10,000, all to be donated to the Addis Ababa community for the building/renovation of the local school. We have had a full year of incredible fundraising that has enabled us to embark upon this life changing volunteer project. 

To provide an idea of the poverty level most Ethiopians live in, the average monthly household income is 200 ETB (less than £10), costing a family a full week’s wage to purchase a solitary chicken.

In an effort to brighten the lives of these people, this past July we went to Ethiopia to hand deliver the contribution we had accumulated. We had the opportunity of working with different orphanages and children, from infancy to early teens. The second week was dedicated to more community-based work, being able to interact with and learn from the local people.

The Ethiopia 2010 team would like to extend our greatest thanks to all of the people who have helped up the past year. This experience has changed lives and could not have been done without the help of the community.

The Ethiopia 2010 Team:  Aoife Conway, Joanne Donnelly, Megan Fyffe, 




                   Niamh Isidore and Stephanie Maguire
Mill Strand Integrated PS & Nursery celebrated achieving the Green Flag for Environmental Achievement

The European Eco-schools scheme has rewarded Mill Strand Nursery with their highest award, the Green Flag, for Environmental Achievement.  

Coleraine Mayor, Councillor Maurice Bradley offered congratulations to all at Mill Strand IPS on achieving this impressive award saying “Mill Strand Nursery is a great example for all of us.”  Mr. Phillip Reid, Mill Strand IPS’s Principal observed, “Our children have been encouraged to take positive action to improve their school environment, increase environmental awareness, eat healthily and involve parents in green activities.”
Pupils in the rest of the school have begun work towards gaining a second Green Flag, by looking at environmental issues outside the school, forming litter patrols, while tackling global issues, including fundraising to improve the environment of children living in Africa.

CONGRATULATIONS to Glengormley IPS on Their 75th Anniversary

We’d like to pass on our congratulations to Glengormley IPS on their 75th Anniversary.  Gaining integrated status in 2003, Glengormley Integrated Primary School continues to grow and thrive.  The school has a bright future ahead and looks forward to celebrating their 100 years in 2035!

Say ‘Thank You’. Nominate Your Teacher Today

Help celebrate the educational profession; this is your chance to speak out.  The Teaching Awards honour the many inspirational people working within our schools, changing lives, especially among the integrated sector.  Celebrate excellence in education by nominating your teachers, teaching assistants, governors, and school teams, paying tribute to the individual as well as the entire school community.  This is your chance to say ‘Thank You’ for all of the hard work that has gone into the enrichment of Integrated Education.
For more information about the Teaching Awards, visit www.teachingawards.com.  If you have any queries, please contact 020 7776 2340 or email info@teachingawards.com.
Forward Planning

The NICIE AGM will be held on 12th November and the morning of 13th November. Further information will follow on this. We will be electing 3 new schools’ directors at the AGM. Would someone from your school wish to sit on the NICIE Board of Directors? The school representative could be a member of staff, a governor, a parent, or indeed a student.

Please give some thought to this, as our schools’ representatives play a very important part on our Board.
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